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temporal governments and their interests, as well as bis injunctions to Ms disciples, leave no doubt. In the clays of expectancy, though for a time the new religious enterprise was chiefly popular with the lower orders, yet it had also secured powerful friends, such as Cardinals Coiitarini and De Carpi, and the Emperor's sister, Margaret of Parma. Thus the Pope, upon whom a personal interview with Loyola had made a deep impression, was encouraged to ignore an unfavourable report from a commission of three cardinals, and on September 27, 15 40, he issued the bull Regimini, confirming the new order. The subsequent bull, Injunc-turn nobis (1543), abolished the restriction of the number of the members of the order to sixty, which Loyola had speedily discovered a way of evading. New privileges facilitating the ministrations of the Company in all parts of the world were conferred upon it by Paul III. (1545 and 1549), while the results of its labours were amply recognised in his bull Pastor alls offidi cura (i 548). The Jesuits obtained all the rights of the older orders, together with the privilege for their general of absolving his subordinates from all ecclesiastical penalties except in abnormal cases reserved for the decision of the Pope. Other favours were granted to the order by Paul's successor, Julius III., who proved its consistent friend (1550).
The bulls establishing the order and extending its
privileges contained in themselves the substance of the
Constitutions, which, though not published
till after the death of Loyola, and then as
revised by Lainez (1558), had for some years previously